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PRESS RELEASE – 13 JANUARY, 2010 

ROTARY WATER-SURVIVAL BOXES FOR SURVIVORS 
OF EARTHQUAKE IN HAITI

An earthquake measuring 7.0 on the Richter Scale struck Haiti in the Caribbean yesterday. The latest information is that up to 100,000 people have been killed or are buried under collapsed buildings. Even the Presidential Palace, a working hospital and hundreds of key buildings in the capital Port au Prince have been destroyed. The headquarters of the UN Peace-keeping force in Haiti has been obliterated and it is feared that none of the 100 people in the building at the time survived. Some three million people have been made homeless and the first priorities are to provide clean drinking water and shelter.

The Rotary Water-Survival Box has been developed precisely for such disasters and provides a means of purifying water using chlorine tablets and a carbon filter. The current kit can give a family of five 2 litres of water each every day for one year. Other essential items include kitchen equipment (cooking pots, utensils, bowls and mugs); health and hygiene items; basic shelter and simple tools; cloth and sewing kit; etc. Full details can be seen on the website www.worldwaterworks.org 
Since the Water-Survival Box project started some 1,250 boxes have been sent to 16 disasters across three continents – the latest being the 200 boxes sent to earthquake survivors in West Sumatra, Indonesia last October.

One hundred boxes have been offered to the Rotary co-ordinator for Haiti and will go as soon as transportation and distribution arrangements have been confirmed. Given the enormity of this particular disaster Rotarians from Chelwood Bridge will be preparing a further 100 boxes in readiness should we be asked for more help.

We will need to replace up to 200 Water-Survival boxes in order to be able to send even more aid to Haiti should they still be wanted in the weeks ahead and to restock ready for the next disaster. Public support for our efforts have been very influential in enabling the level of aid previously sent out and we would appeal for this to be repeated now. 
Each Water-Survival Box costs £150 (including the cost of air freight). Donations should be sent to Worldwaterworks Limited, c/o Rotary, The White House, Pensford, Bristol BS39 4NE – see www.worldwaterworks.org for further details.
Prepared by: Hugo Pike 
Past President, Rotary Club of Chelwood Bridge
Chairman, Worldwaterworks Limited. 















